FUNDS  FOR  PUBLIC  REBUILDING
reported, much improved the yield,1 but, in the i68os new
troubles arose. The City was then attacked for misemploying
the moneys received, and had to answer at least one suit which
was begun against it.2 Finally the commissioners for St. Paul's,
after harrying both the City and the collector, accused the
two of collusion for the purpose of defrauding the cathedral
and the churches of part of their share of the dues.3
Valuable though the dues had been, and reluctant though
the City was to lose them, such attacks must have vested their
end with a certain relief. The mere passage of time was
making it more and more difficult to answer accusations.
By 1687, five successive chamberlains* had dealt with the
dues, and, of the Aldermen who had seen their start, only Sir
William Hooker remained in office. Continuity was going
and, so far as the City was concerned, the raison d'etre of the
dues had disappeared. When the collector's man had left the
chamber for the last time, and the weary clerk had checked
his final total, both walked home through streets from which
all traces of the Fire had been obliterated. The vast un-
finished bulk of St. Paul's and building operations at an
occasional church were all that remained to remind them of its
existence. The secular work of the dues had been completed:
the receipts from their continuation could be left to the
Churches.5
1 Repert., 89, f. ri5V. But see B.M., Harl. M.S., 4941, f. 90, and Lambeth Library,
MS. 670, printed in Ars Quatuor Coronatorum, xvn, p. 119. In spite of the ktter there
can be no question that frauds were perpetrated.
2 Repert.9 87, ff. 196, *57v$ Ibid^ 88, ff. 5v, 13, 66; Guildhall Recs., shelf 505, misc.
papers relating to the coal dues.
3 Repert., 93, ff. 45V, 94, 108, 159, 185?; *&</., 96, ff. 209, 345;  Guildhall Recs.>
Medium suits box i, No. 5.
4 Sir Thomas Player senior, Sir Thomas Player junior, Peter Aylworth, Esq., Sir
Peter Rich and Henry Loades, Esq.
5 By i James II, c. 15, their proportion of the old duty was continued until
Michaelmas 1700, but only one-fifth of it was allocatable to the parish churches, St.
Paul's securing the balance. 8 & 9 William and Mary, c. 10, provided that a duty of
one shilling should continue until Michaelmas 1716.  One-sixth of the nett proceeds
was available for St. Peter's, Westminster, and a part, during the first four years, for
St. Thomas's, Southwark. The remainder went to St, Paul's,  i Anne, stat.z,c. 12,
levied an additional two shillings from May i5th, 1708, to May isth, 1716.   The
whole of this was appropriated to St. Paulas.
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